
Giant Palm-lily 
Cordyline manners-suttoniae  

 
A palm lily native to coastal Queensland, where it is found in rainforests, often in 
swampy situations.   Although this species grows naturally in swamp forest and 
rainforest from Cooktown to Rockhampton, it can tolerate dry spells. 
 
It produces a slender trunk to nearly 5 m (17 ft.) 
tall, its leaves are dark green, stalked, to 65 cm (26 
in.) long and 12 cm (5 in.) wide. In spring or 
summer it produces an attractive panicle of white 
flowers, followed by bright red berries. It is best 
suited to a tropical climate 
 
Cordylines are very elegant and versatile plants 
and can be used in native bush gardens, open 
eucalypt forest, rainforest gardens, stylish 
architectural gardens, mixed in with exotics, as 
temporary indoor plants, or just about any part-
shaded to well-lit area of the garden to provide 
interest using foliage form and very showy 
cascades of berries. 
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